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A bill has passed through both chambers of the state legislature 
requiring that only fire-safe cigarettes be sold in Tennessee.  
 
After passing the House by an overwhelming margin on April 10 and 
receiving final approval from the Senate on Thursday, the "Fire 
Safety Standard and Firefighter Protection Act" is now headed to the 
desk of Gov. Phil Bredesen to be signed into law. 
 
"Unattended cigarettes are the leading cause of home fire fatalities 
each year in this country. That's a preventable cause that we simply 
cannot continue to ignore," said Senate Speaker Pro Tempore Rosa-
lind Kurita. "Fire-safe cigarettes cut off the burning time before most 
cigarettes are able to ignite furniture, bedding material, and other 
similar items." 
 
Fire-safe cigarettes are produced to have a reduced propensity to burn 
when left unattended. They are made from a special paper that con-
tains “speed bumps." These areas of increased thickness extinguish 
the cigarettes when air is not pulled through them. Unattended ciga-
rettes burn out when the flame hits the speed bumps. 
 
The new law only allows the sale of cigarettes in Tennessee that have 
been manufactured by companies that use fire-safe cigarette paper. 
 
Manufacturers will be required to maintain records of testing, and the 
Tennessee Fire Marshal will review the program to determine its 
effectiveness. 
 
Statistics from the state Fire Marshal's office show that from 2000-04, 
36 Tennesseans died and 53 were injured in fires caused by smoking 
materials. During this period, 800 smoking-related residential fires 
caused over $13 million in property damage. 
 
"Fire-safe cigarettes have the potential to save lives and save money," 
Speaker Kurita said. "This is a common-sense step in fire preven-
tion." 
 
Thursday's action completes over a year's worth of work on the "Fire 
Safety Standard and Firefighter Protection Act."  
 
Speaker Kurita introduced the bill in February 2007 and it initially 
passed the Senate in May of that year. 
 
The bill is supported by the Tennessee Fire Chiefs Association, the 
Tennessee Fire Safety Inspectors Association, the Tennessee Fire and 
Codes Academy, and the Coalition for Fire-Safe Cigarettes. The 
House companion bill was carried by Rep. Gary Moore, D-Joelton. 
 
New York, Vermont, California, Illinois, Massachusetts, and New 
Hampshire have all mandated the sale of fire-safe cigarettes. Over 20 
other states are currently considering such legislation. 
 
Source: 
<http://www.chattanoogan.com/articles/article_126576.asp> 

Fire Safety Bill Awaits 
Governor’s Signature 
The Chattanoogan 
Posted April 24, 2008 

Baker, Beloved former 
fire instructor 
By: TC Billy Vinson 

Mr. Lewis Baker, former Fire Instructor for the 
State of Tennessee, recently shared his knowl-
edge of simplifying tasks with Training Coor-
dinator Billy Vinson.  Mr. Baker devised a re-
mote pressure gauge that makes testing fire 
apparatus pumps easier and safer.  
 
Mr. Baker is also credited for developing the 
“Baker Load,” a hose load for pre-connected 
fire attack lines that makes deploying the lines 
faster and easier.  
 
These are only two innovative concepts of Mr. 
Baker’s. During his teaching career, he devel-
oped countless methods of simplifying fire-
fighter tasks.  
 
Even though Mr. Baker is retired, he is still a 
great help. There are many of his methods we 
use in the department today. We all miss 
“Instructor” Baker and thank him for all he did 
for the Murfreesboro Fire Department.  

 

Mr. Lewis 
Baker shown 

with his remote 
pitot gauge.  
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Matthews Named MFD  
Firefighter of the month 

Driver Guy Matthews is the Fire-
fighter of the Month for  May 
2008. Matthews received this 
honor for installing brackets for 
training SCBAs at Station 2.  
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“ The legacy of 
heroes is the 
memory of a 

great name and 
the inheritance 

of a great 
example.” 

Benjamin Disraeli 

Leadership Rutherford 

On April 2, 2008 Leadership 
Rutherford visited the Mur-
freesboro Fire Department 
Headquarters on East Vine 
Street for the group’s “Courts 
and Public Safety Day.” Dur-
ing their visit, they toured the 
station and equipment, as well 
as took turns riding in the snor-
kel basket.  
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The Youth Rutherford Leadership group visited Mur-
freesboro Fire Department Headquarters on East Vine 
Street on April 16, 2008. The group toured the station 
and equipment, took turns riding in the snorkel basket, 
and talked with fire personnel about public safety.   

“Leadership Rutherford is a personal development program designed to motivate 
participants to develop and enhance the quality of their leadership in addressing 
pertinent community needs. Youth Leadership Rutherford is designed to motivate 
and enhance the quality of leadership skills in juniors and seniors in high schools 
promoting community awareness.” 

 
 

-http://www.rutherfordchamber.org 

The Murfreesboro Fire Department 
is still accepting applications for 
the Youth Citizens Fire 
Academy (YCFA). The YCFA 
is scheduled for June 9-13. The age 
requirement is 13-19 years old. 

Registration forms may be picked up from the fire 
administration office and must be turned in no later 
than May 16, 2008 at 4:00 p.m. Registration is 
$20.00.  
 
The YCFA committee has been visiting area-
schools in an effort to generate interest in this pro-
gram. Informational brochures are available to stu-
dents who are interested in YCFA. 

YCFA News 

 p h o t o  s u b m i t t e d  b y :  
A a r o n  t h o m p s o n ,  d a i l y  

n e w s  j o u r n a l  

Neat Picture from  
Chatham court fire 

4-22-2008 

YCFA “display” at Holloway High School’s Career Day. -Photo by: TC Vinson 


