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Birthdays

BB

Andrew Kindle 9/6
Ashley McDonald 9/13
Sam Spear 9/13
David Bricker 9/16
Davis Sanders 9/18
Troy Thomas 9/18
Roger Toombs 9/18
Daryl Alexander 9/20
Tim Corder 9/21
Kenny McFarland 9/23
Robert Canterbury 9/24
Jeff Wright 9/28
Justin McCraven 9/30

Citizens Fire
Academy postponed
to Spring 2017

Visit
www.murfreesborotn.gov

/fireacademy
For more details!
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MEET MFRD’s 10 NEwW FIRE TRAINEES

T — T

Murfreesboro Fire & [
Rescue Department |—
welcomed 10 new Fire
Trainees on August 22.

Gianna Bacchetti, | ——
Brenner Ballard, Robert
Gingrow, Tiara Green, [%
Thomas Gunnell, Kevin

Madachik, Jacob Nance, E
Betsy Prusynski, James
Ray, and Adam Ross [
began their week-long
orientation  at  Fire |
Administration Monday §
and will head to the
Tennessee  Fire and
Codes Academy next
week to begin Rookie [#
School. Trainees are &g
unique because they are
not required to have any [
previous fire service

experience. !

At the completion of the
10-week Rookie School, |
the Fire Trainees will be
assigned to stations and

will work on other
training requirements to |
become certified
Firefighters and
Emergency First

Responders by their one
year anniversary date.

“These men and women are eager to start training in the fire service,” said Fire Rescue Chief Mark Foulks.
“I know they will do well in Rookie School and will only continue to gain knowledge and skills from
there!”

Front Row (L to R): Kevin Madachik, Tiara Green, Robert Gingrow, Thomas Gunnell, and Adam
Ross.

Back Row (L to R): Brenner Ballard, Jacob Nance, James Ray, Gianna Bacchetti, and Betsy
Prusynski. (CONTINUED PAGE 2)
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TRAINEES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1, ENDS PAGE 4)

Meet the New Fire Trainees

Gianna Bacchetti

Volunteer Firefighter with Kittrell VFD for 1 Year; finished EMT school
and is preparing to take the National Registry for licensure

Hobbies include: Working out, kayaking, spending time with family, and
snow skiing in the winter.

Reason for joining the fire service: “I have the heart and passion for help-
ing people, even on their worst days. Ever since I was way young, I have
always looked up to the men and women of the fire service and knew one
day I would be honored enough to work alongside of them and make a
difference.”

Looks forward to: Making a positive impact in the department, as well as serving the citizens of Murfreesboro. “I want to make
MFRD proud and look forward to continuing my education and training to better myself for the benefit of my fellow brothers and
sisters.”

Fun fact: Gianna is a recent “transplant” from California.

Brenner Ballard, EMT-Basic

Two Years Fire Service Experience

Hobbies include: Hunting, fishing, loving every day, adventuring outdoors, woodworking, and having fun with friends and family.
Reason for joining the fire service: “Coming from four generations of fire chiefs, I really had no other option. I’ve been around the
fire service since birth and couldn’t imagine doing any other job. I thoroughly enjoy helping people and being able to serve the com-
munity.”

Looks forward to: “Continuing my education and training to better myself and others, being a part of a well-respected organization,
and serving the great citizens of Murfreesboro!”

Robert Gingrow, Paramedic

6 years in Emergency Medical Services

Married to Rachel, Kids: Taylor (6), John Thomas (5)

Hobbies include: Hiking and spending time with family.

Looks forward to: “Having the opportunity to grow and learn more in a very progressive department.”

Tiara Green

Kids: Imani (13), Aaron (11), and Taylor (5)

Hobbies include: Bowling, shopping, swimming, board games, anything outdoors, and spending time with family and friends.
Reason for joining the fire service: “The love and passion for participating in saving lives. I enjoy working in stressful environments
where I can protect, serve, and save.”

Looks forward to: “Learning everything I can, building skills, gaining knowledge, and being a part of the family.”

Fun facts: Tiara has been a licensed cosmetologist for 10 years, has 10+ years background in the medical field working as a Nurse’s
Assistant, and is originally from Jacksonville, FL.

Thomas Gunnell

Married to Ashley

Hobbies include: Fishing, woodworking, shooting, and video games.

Reason for joining the fire service: “To be able to help people, as well as my love for hands-on type work. I also know that it is ex-
tremely team-oriented which is something I have always loved from my past in sports.”

Looks forward to: “Learning about the fire service and creating/joining a brotherhood and enjoying the camaraderie within. I am
excited to meet new people and make new friends.”

He adds, “I am so grateful to have been selected to be a part of the MFRD family. I know how difficult it can be to get into the paid
fire service and I am still awestruck that I was chosen to join this team!”

Kevin Madachik

12 years as an “infantryman” in the United States Marine Corps

Daughter, Fiona (6)

Hobbies: Woodworking and shooting.

Reason for joining the fire service: “I miss the camaraderie of the Marine Corps and wanted to be a part of the City of Murfreesboro
to give the city back what it has given me.”

Looks forward to: “My first call as a Firefighter for Murfreesboro.”

He adds, “I feel blessed to be selected among these amazing trainees and know that we will make the department proud.”



LocAL PuUBLIC SAFETY AGENCIES AND MTSU ROTC 1To HoSsT
9/11 REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY

Murfreesboro Fire & Rescue Department, Murfreesboro Police
Department, Rutherford County Emergency Medical Services,
Rutherford County Sheriff’s Office, Rutherford County Fire Rescue and
Middle Tennessee State University’s Army ROTC Cadets are jointly
hosting a 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony on Friday, September 9, at
9:00 am (9/9 at 9).

The ceremony will pay tribute to the victims of the 9/11 tragedy just
before the 15th Anniversary.

Honor Guards from each agency will join at various meeting points and
unite on Murfreesboro’s Public Square at the site of the Fallen
Firefighter and Police Memorials. Attendees are urged to arrive to the
event 10-15 minutes before 9:00 am in order to witness the impactful
march.

Master of Ceremonies Bart Walker will lead the crowd through the
program. There will also be a live broadcast and podcast from WGNS
Radio for those that cannot attend. 9/11R

Local artist, Taylor Bennett, will sing the National Anthem, followed

by remarks from Fire Rescue Chief Mark Foulks and Police Chief Karl SEPTEMBER 9 AT 9AM
SQUARE, DOWNTOWN

Durr. The keynote speaker for the event is decorated war veteran Staff

Sergeant Joshua Forbess (see bio below).

'MURFREESBORO FIRE & RESCUE DEPARTMENT - MURFREESBORO POLICE DEPARTMENT »
 RUTHERFORD COUNTY EMS « RUTHERFORD COUNTY FIRE & RESCUE » RUTHERFORD COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT
P S —

“Several of our brothers and sisters gave their lives that day in an attempt to save others,” said Fire Rescue Chief Mark Foulks.
“Please join us as we take a moment to remember the day we will never forget!”

HONOR GUARD ROUTES (Traffic control in place provided by MPD)
Beginning at East Main Street past MFRD Headquarters on South Spring street turning right onto East Sevier Street to the MPD
headquarters then traveling north on S Church Street and proceeding across W Vine St to S Public Square.

Staff Sergeant Joshua Forbess Bio

SSG Josh Forbess was born and raised in Decatur, Illinois and enlisted into the Army on 27 July 1995. He conducted his Basic
Individual Training and Advanced Individual Training (AIT) in an One-Station Unit Training (OSUT) environment for the Mission
Occupational Specialty (MOS) of 13B Field Artillery Cannon Crewmember. SSG Forbess has been assigned to 2nd Howitzer
Battery, 2nd Armored Calvary Regiment at Fort Polk, Louisiana, 1st Battalion, 320th Field Artillery Regiment at Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, and the Medical Transient Detachment at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Landstuhl, Germany.

SSG Forbess was severely injured on 15 November 2003 when two UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters collided over Mosul, Iraq after
coming under ground fire. He was burned on his face, scalp, and arm, had multiple bone fractures, and suffered from severe smoke
inhalation. He spent approximately two months in a medically induced coma. After awaking, SSG Forbess had many obstacles to
overcome. He needed multiple reconstructive surgeries, had to learn how to walk and use his hands again, and had to learn how to
cope with being the sole survivor from his section. SSG Forbess accepted his injuries and has since continued to try and assist other
Warriors that have been wounded. He has spent time as an Ombudsman, the NCOIC of the Fort Campbell Soldier and Family
Assistance Center (SFAC), and most recently assisted Warriors at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center with the Wounded Warrior
Resiliency Program.

SSG Forbess has been deployed in support of Operation Joint Guard in Bosnia from 1997-1998, Operation Joint Guardian in Kosovo
during 2001, and to Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2003. His list of awards includes: Bronze Star Medal, Purple Heart, Meritorious
Service Medal (10LC), Army Commendation Medal (10LC), Army Achievement Medal (4OLC), Good Conduct Medal (6th
Award), National Defense Service Medal (bronze star), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Kosovo Campaign Medal, Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, Army NCO Professional
Development Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Medal (2nd Award), and the NATO Medal (2ND Award).

For more information, see the event promo at: https://youtu.be/VWHHWbUZwXo.
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TRAINEES (CONTINUED PAGE FROM PAGE 2)

Jacob Nance

7 years serving in the United
States Army

Hobbies include: Fishing, watch-
ing University of Tennessee foot-
ball, working out, and canoeing.
Reason for joining the fire ser-
vice: “My desire to protect the
community in which I live, and to
become a part of a brotherhood
that is much bigger than myself.”
Looks forward to: “I am most
excited about being able to service
my community. In my opinion,
there is nothing greater than help-
ing your fellow citizens on their
worst day.”

Betsy Prusynski, Paramedic
Hobbies include: Hiking and
kayaking.

Reason for joining the fire service: “I have always enjoyed helping others in different capacities and the fire service gives me that
opportunity to feel as though I have helped.”

Looks forward to: “Serving the citizens of Murfreesboro to the best of my ability and working with the MFRD family.”

James Ray

Volunteer Firefighter for 3.5 years

Hobbies include: Fishing and spending time with family.

Reason for joining the fire service: “My compassion and desire to help others when they are in need.”

Looks forward to: “Being able to serve the community I grew up in.”

He adds, “I’m humbled by the opportunity to be a part of the MFRD team and look forward to a long career.”

Adam Ross

Volunteer Firefighter with Almaville VFD for 3 years

Hobbies include: Outdoor activities, skydiving, SCUBA diving, hiking, camping, firefighting, and spending time with friends and
family.

Reason for joining the fire service: “I fell in love with the fire service on Day 1. I love to be a helping hand out there for a person in
need.”

Looks forward to: “The brotherhood, the family atmosphere... getting to train to better myself, and serving a community I have lived
in and watched grow.”

He adds, “I have lived in the Middle Tennessee area all my life. Adam graduated from Blackman High School in 2014.
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Please arrive 10-15 minutes
National Anthem Perfom[ed bY before 9:00 am to witness an
impactful combined Honor

local artist Guard March to the site of the

TAYLOR BENNETT ceremony.




TAILBOARD TOPICS: AUGUST ANSWER

Q. What is the difference between a knot
and a hitch?

Q. What are the four

parts to the Rope

A. A hitch needs an acting force to .
& Maintenance Formula?

remain tied; a knot will hold itself tied.

SAULS NAMED FIREFIGHTER OF THE MONTH

Engineer Billy Sauls was named Firefighter of the Month for September 2016. He was nominat-
ed by his Captain David Cranford.

“On my first shift as the Captain of Ladder 6, we responded to a call on Brandywine. Upon arri-
val, we noticed that the yard had not been mowed in quite a while. The resident had health is-
sues that did not allow them to perform yardwork. The next day (while off duty), Billy took his
mower to the residence and mowed the yard. No one had to ask him; he just saw it needed to be
done, so he did it (on his own time and his own equipment)! I am truly blessed to work with
many professionals, but extra blessed to have such a great experienced crew that cares about the
public.”

Sauls has been with MFRD since October 1988.

ODOM WEDDING, MARLIN BABY

Congratulations are in order for two of our personnel: Firefighter Rob Odom married his girlfriend Heather on August 18 at Gentry
Farms in Franklin, TN and Captain Raleigh Marlin and wife Alicia adopted sweet “Emaline MaryKate” in August.

MFRD would like to
welcome these new additions to
our fire family!!!




SEVERAL PERSONNEL RECOGNIZED AT PROMOTIONAL
PINNING CEREMONY

Murfreesboro Fire & Rescue Department
recognized  several recently  promoted
personnel in Council Chambers at City Hall |
Thursday, August 11.

The department welcomed a new Fire
Marshal, Assistant Fire Marshal, Training
Coordinator, Captain/Shift Training Officer, [
two Captain/Shift Inspectors, 12 Captains, and
14 Engineers.

Promotions were as follows:

Fire Marshal: Carl Peas

Assistant Fire Marshal: Clay Malone
Training Coordinator: Jeff Wright (L to R): Assistant Chief Allen Swader, Deputy Chief Roger Toombs, Brenda Douglas, Chaplain
C aptain /Shift Trainin g Officer: Lee Douglas, Fire Rescue Chief Mark Foulks, Assistant Chief Lawson, and Assistant Chief Kaye

Jernigan
Tracy Summar
Captain/Shift Inspector: Adam P. Brown, Jason Hayes
Captain: Brian Burgess, David Cranford, Brian Creager, Scott Duncan, Clay Estes, David Frost, Bo Jones, Tim Lampitt,
Raleigh Marlin, Josh Oliver, Paul Oliver, and Matt Welcome.
Engineer: Chad Davis, John Flynt, Jeff Harris, Josh Parsons, Joe Pennington, Charles Powell, Greg Robinson, David
Simms, Wesley Slager, Andy Smithson, Troy Tayse, Mitchell Whittenburg, Kyle Winnett, and Matt Young.

In front of a packed house, left with standing room only, Mayor Shane McFarland spoke candidly about how these are “tough times”
to be a service provider. He then mentioned how children look up to Firefighters and respect them. “My prayer is that we always see
our service providers in the eyes of a child.” He also expressed his appreciation to the group for keeping the community safe and
said, “not a single day goes by that we aren’t proud of what you do.”

City Manager Rob Lyons thanked the families that were present. He discussed how parents helped prepare their children for a life in
public service and how family members support the unusual 24-hour shift lifestyle. Lyons said if he could give one piece of advice
about promotional ceremonies, it would be that pinning the badge it the toughest part!

Fire Rescue Chief Mark Foulks assured city leadership that each person being promoted earned their new position. He discussed
how their experience is a huge benefit to the department and will be even more so in their new roles. “They are well-trained, well-
versed, and will be
outstanding leaders,” he
said.

Each individual was pinned
by either a family member,
a co-worker, or a dear
friend.

Just before the conclusion i
of the ceremony, Chief |
Foulks announced aly
“special badge” to be
pinned on Captain/Shift
Inspector Lee Douglas. For
many  years, Captain -
Douglas served as the department’s instructor for Critical Incident Stress Management, lead debriefings after tragic calls, visited
hospitals, and many other activities that assisted with helping others in need. Chief Foulks called Douglas and his wife Brenda up to
officially declare him the department’s “Chaplain,” as the room erupted into applause!

Douglas thanked Chief Foulks for the honor, showed gratitude to the audience for supporting him, and vowed to continue to do his
best in supporting his brothers in sisters in uniform.
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Notes From the Chief...

Medical Director...

City Council approved a contract enabling Dr. Russ
6alloway to become the Medical Director for MFRD.

Dr. 6alloway sSigned MFRD'S new protocols the First
week in Qpp{—pmhpy\

- e -

and/or medications, equipment and medications
Will be placed on the apparatus for use.

Franklin Heights Training Facility...

City Councll approved the purcnase ot the Franklin
Heights Housing Complex, with the sale to close in

3 couple of weeks. The site will be converted into
the city’s Public Safety Training Facility.

There are a lot of exciting things happening in our
Department! We are very appreciative of the

support we receive from our City Council and
our Community!

Mark-A. Foulks

September
Anniversaries

39 YEARS
Dale Maynard

32 YEARS
Robert Alsup

30 YEARS
Lionel Holladay

22 YEARS
Kurt McMahan
Tracy Summar

20 YEARS
Craig McBride

17 YEARS
Titus Jackson

12 YEARS
Chase Martin
Steve Ellison

10 YEARS
David Frost
Nell Spradling
Matt Young

9 YEARS
Taylor Lasseter
Jeremy Spivey

8 YEARS
John Flynt
Josh Warren

3 YEARS
Marcus King

1 YEAR
Andrew Kindle



