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Two Promoted to Driver 
Two Murfreesboro Fire Department Firefighters, 
Brian Burgess and Raleigh Marlin, were recently pro-
moted to Driver. The promotions were effective 
March 28, 2009. Congratulations Gentlemen, on this 
accomplishment! 

Sports Com Recognizes MFD’s Captain/Shift Inspector 
Jernigan for Wellness Achievement 

On Thursday, March 26, 2009, MFD Captain/Shift Inspector Kaye Jernigan received a surprise when she went for her morning 
swim at Sports Com. She was anxiously greeted by Sports Com staff and treated semi-celebrity, receiving gifts and praise and pos-
ing for pictures. Jernigan has logged 266 hours at Sports Com utilizing the city’s Fit for Success Program. Jernigan placed 3rd in 

the city for the most logged hours. Wellness Coordinator for Sports Com, Allison Davidson, spoke 
about Jernigan’s dedication, “All the hours that [she] logged show her dedication to being healthy 
and staying fit.” Davidson also said, “If all city employees put in the hard work and dedication that 
[she] does, the city would have a very healthy and fit workforce.” 
 
Jernigan has participated in the City of Murfreesboro’s Fit for Success Program since its inception a 
few years ago. Jernigan received a Certificate of Achievement and a t-shirt for the honor. When 
questioned about her accomplishment, Jernigan said, “Other than the health insurance, the Fit for 

Success Program is the best benefit the City of Murfreesboro offers.” She adds, “I hope they find a way to allow city employees to 
continue enjoying this program after retirement.” Congratulations, Captain Kaye Jernigan, on this tremendous feat!  
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DISPATCH WEEK—–National Public Safety 
Telecommunicators Week (Dispatch Week) is April 
12-18, 2009. Each year the second full week in April 
is dedicated to the men and women who serve as 
public safety telecommunicators, also known as dis-
patchers. 
 
Please take this time to show these men and women 
your appreciation for their hard work and commit-
ment to the job. A simple “thank you” is a great way 
to express your appreciation.  

Firefighter of the Month: 
March and April 
Recipients Announced 

Two MFD Captains have received Firefighter of the Month 
honors for their outstanding job managing the tornado inci-
dent on Saturday, March 28, 2009. Captain Tony Lehew is 
March 2009’s FFOTM and Captain/Shift Training Officer 
Terry Smith is the April 2009 recipient. Congrats Gentle-
men, on a job well-done! 

Captain  
Tony Lehew 

Firefighter of the Month 
March 2009 

Captain/Shift  
Training Officer 

Terry Smith 
Firefighter of the Month 
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Bigelow Accepts Award on Behalf of MFD 
On Thursday, March 5, 2009, Captain Jamie Bigelow accepted an award 
from the United Way of Rutherford County. This award was presented to the 
Murfreesboro Fire Department for placing in the Top Ten of company cam-
paigns for 2008. The specially etched glass vase was filled with a colorful 
gumball and lollipop arrangement. Bigelow served as the MFD’s representa-
tive for the United Way Campaign and with his help, the department raised 
over $10,300 in donations for 2008. Bigelow is very humble about his ef-
forts, realizing that he could not have achieved this goal without the help of 
his fellow brother and sister firefighters and administrative staff.  

MFD Recognizes Courageous 4-year-old  

On February 24, 2009, 4-year-old Joseph Watson dis-
played outstanding courage in a very scary situation. 
He noticed fire in the exhaust fan of the upstairs bath-
room in his Caroline Drive home. He ran downstairs to 
tell his Uncle Larry. Larry went upstairs to check on 
the fire, threw water on it, and called 9-1-1. Station 2 
responded to the call and was very impressed with the 
young man’s display of courage. The Murfreesboro 
Fire Department recognized Joseph’s bravery by pre-
senting him with a COURAGE AWARD. Presenting 
the certificate are Firefighter Chris Hayes, Driver Sam 
Benford, Captain Bobby Canterbury, Firefighter Jerry 
Thomas, and Firefighter John Flynt. If you have a simi-
lar situation to this, please notify Assistant Fire Mar-
shal  Nora Smith.  

A Special Thanks 
from  

Captain Jamie Bigelow 
to all who participated in the 

United Way Campaign Pictured (left to right) with the award are Deputy Chief 
Roger Toombs, Captain Jamie Bigelow, and Assistant Chief 
Gary Farley.   

Leadership Rutherford Visits MFD Headquarters  

April 1, 2009-Pictures by AFM Carl Peas 


